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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hougen et al (US Patent Application Publication, US 2003/0036983). 

Regarding to claim 1 , Hougen et al disclose a rack equipment management 
information coordination method comprising: 

formulating a rack equipment management plan [...a management plan such 
as managing the configuration of a facility layout comprising the equipment racks 
from creating a database; see par. 0008 and figures 1 and 2]; 

directing automatic equipment description information detection 
[...equipment description such as equipment manufacturer, equipment model and 
equipment details; see par. 0043, lines 1-14; figures 4, 7-8 and 11]; and 

storing the rack equipment description information and rack equipment 
management plan [...inventory database 12 and 18; see par. 0043, lines 16-21 and 
figure 1]. 

Regarding to claim 2, Hougen et al disclose further comprising retrieving 
possible performance level settings from rack equipment [....for example different 
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level of power consumption, weight and heat of rack equipment; see par. 0053, 
lines 10-29 and figures 18A-B, 19A-B]. 

Regarding to claim 3, Hougen et al disclose a rack equipment information 
coordination method of Claim 2 wherein said possible performance level settings 
from rack equipment include wattage settings [see par. 0053, lines 25-29 and figure 
19B]. 

Regarding to claim 4, Hougen et al disclose wherein rack equipment 
management plan includes management objective guidelines [...for example user 
guide or installation guide; see par. 0054, lines 15-21]. 

Regarding to claim 5, Hougen et al disclose wherein said rack equipment 
management plan includes power and thermal budget guidelines [...power 
consumption and heat are calculated which is considered as determine the budget 
level based on the calculation; see par. 0053, lines 25-29 and figure 19B]. 

Regarding to claim 6, Hougen et al disclose wherein formulating said rack 
equipment management plan further comprises interfacing with a service 
agreement application [...enables used of the drawings, photographs from Auto 
CAD and text; see par. 0007, lines 1-17] 

Regarding to claim 7, Hougen et al disclose further comprising integrating 
said rack equipment description information with said rack equipment management 
plan [...rack equipment description information such as rack identification number, 
elevation, barcode number, model, serial number; see par. 0054, lines 9-13]. 
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Regarding to claim 8, Hougen et al disclose a rack equipment information 
coordination system comprising: 

an equipment description information repository for tracking equipment 
description information [...equipment description such as equipment manufacturer 
and equipment model are stored in inventory databases 12, 18; see par. 0043, 
lines 9-21 and figure 1]; 

a management plan information repository for tracking rack equipment 
management plan information [...record equipment and system layout which is 
stored in database 12 and 18; see par. 0046 and figure 2]; and 

a coordination component for coordinating said equipment description 
information and said rack equipment management plan information [...a 
coordination component such as Auto CAD, Microsoft Internet Explorer, Microsoft 
Access and /or Visual Basic software; see par. 0007, par. 0039]. 

Regarding to claim 9, Hougen et al disclose wherein said equipment 
description information repository stores information associated with features and 
characteristics of rack equipment and support equipment [...for example equipment 
model, equipment manufacturer, photos of equipment, power consumption; see 
par. 0043, lines 9-19; par. 0053, lines 22-26]. 

Regarding to claim 10, Hougen et al disclose wherein said equipment 
description information repository stores information indicating possible 
operation settings of rack equipment [...for example different level of power 
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consumption, weiglit and lieat of rack equipment; see par. 0053, lines 10-29 and 
figures 18A-B, 19A-B]. 

Regarding to claim 11, Hougen et al disclose wherein said equipment 
description information repository stores information indicating rack 
equipment is capable of operating at varying power levels and corresponding heat 
generated at each level [...for example different level of power consumption, and 
heat of rack equipment; see par. 0053, lines 10-29 and figures 18A-B, 19A-B]. 

Regarding to claim 12, Hougen et al disclose wherein said equipment 
description information repository stores performance level information [...for 
example detail of selected equipment rack, power consumption and heat level; see 
par. 0053, lines 16-17, lines 26-26]. 

Regarding to claim 13, Hougen et al disclose wherein said management 
plan information repository tracks management policy and guideline information 
associated with a rack equipment management plan [...managing the configuration 
of a facility layout; documentation; see par. 0008, par.0054, lines 4-5]. 

Regarding to claim 14, Hougen et al disclose wherein policy information can 
provide a correlation between a trigger event and a rack equipment management 
objective [...policy information indicated the level details of particular equipment; for 
example, each peace of equipment in a rack is labeled its level of performance like 
power consumption, heat, the current (Amps). It is considered that if the maximum 
of current of the rack is 36 Amps, then 40 Amps of total equipments are performed. 
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then the trigger of events may occur; see par. 0009; par. 0054, lines 6-10 and 
figure 19B]. 

Regarding to claim 15, Hougen et al disclose wherein said coordination 
component provides a correlation between policies associated with particular client 
and rack equipment implementing the client's applications [....user guide, 
installation guide form the manufacturer/client; see par. 0054, lines 15-21]. 

Regarding to claim 16, Hougen et al disclose further comprising: 

a repository management component for managing information flow to and 
from said equipment description information repository and said management plan 
information repository; and 

a communication link for communicating information to and from said 
repository management component [see par. 0007, lines 17-20]. 

Regarding to claim 17, Hougen et al disclose a computer system comprising: 

a means for communicating rack equipment related information [...for 
example: user computer 32, and computers 16; see par. 0038; and figure 1]; 

a means for storing said rack related information and instructions, including 
instructions for implementing rack equipment information coordination [...database 
12, 18; see par. 0045, lines 1-8; 0046, lines 1-5; figures 1-2]; 

a means for processing information and instructions, including said 
instructions and information for managing rack equipment information coordination 
[...instruction of details of equipment; see par. 0054, lines 4-21; and figures 19-21]. 

Regarding to claim 18, Hougen et al disclose further comprising: 
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a rack equipment description retrieval module for controlling automatic 
retrieval of rack equipment description information [...for example Inventory data 
module; see par. 0036; lines 15-18; and figure 1]; 

a rack equipment management plan module for directing establishment of a 
rack equipment management plan [...database management software for operate 
the inventory management; see par. 0039; and figure 2]; 

a rack equipment correlation module for providing correlation instructions to 
a correlation component [...online documentation associated with the selected 
equipment unit; see par 0054, lines 4-21]; and 

an instruction saving module for directing rack equipment description 
information and the rack equipment management plan information saving 
operations [see par. 0054, lines 4-21]. 

Regarding to claim 19, Hougen et al disclose wherein said rack equipment 
management plan module facilitates determination of rack equipment management 
objectives [see par. 0038; par. 0039] 

Regarding to claim 20, Hougen et al disclose rack equipment management 
information coordination is utilized to support a variety of rack equipment 
management objectives [...information coordination such as inventory databases 
support the completing a layout management; see par. 0044, lines 1-3]. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

7. The US patent Application Publication to Brown discloses a method and 
system for tracking central office equipment and inventory record. 

The US Patents to Knoblock discloses a system and method for defining 
equipment in a telecommunication network down to the rack face level, and also to 
Knoblock discloses a system and method for placing articles of manufacture or 
pieces of equipment at a remote site. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Thuy-Vi Nguyen whose telephone number is 
571-270-1614. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Thursday from 8:30 A.M to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Terrence Till can be reached on 571-272-1280. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
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Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 

/T.N./ 



/Brian D Nash/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3721 



